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important. It helps a numb er of young people who currently
don't have that opportunity unless they happen to be located in
a metropolitan area, as Senator Johnson mentioned, Senator Vard
Johnson ment>oned xn a school such as a Central or a Wests ide,
maybe a Grand Island or a Lincoln I also have a problem with
the funding but I don't know that the amount that we are talking
about and the number of xndzvxduals that wall be affected, if it
is not worth»it . It x s xn t e restzng. Ne ar e t alk ing abou t
having co rporations and private donors sponsor the program. I
don't know, I work in that area and a lot of times they will do
throngs for you based on the commitment that you make yourself.
It xs a matching sort of situation :n most of the areas when w e
d ea l wi t h f o und at i on s and p r i v at e x nd z v xd u a l s . I f y ou don ' t
m ake a commitment yourself, you don't feel that the p ro gram or
the effort or the xnstztutxon s worth a commitment on your
p art, then they don't feel t ha t th ey should m a ke th at sam e
commitment or com m itment o f e qual value themselves. S o if we
don't make a financial commitment to this program, i f we f e el
that it xs th at im po rtant that zt needs to be passed, then I
think Senator Rod Johnson zs right when he says the bill ne eds
to have t he money backing it. I f we go to...Senator NcFarland
g oes to pr iv ate xnd xv iduals, p riv at e spon s o rs , p riv a te
foundations for money, and doesn't have any money xn his pocket
to take with ham to say, hey, would you match th is , he h a s a
very weak argument even though he has a very strong program or
strong idea that had been passed by th e b ody . Th e re are a
number o f p rop osals out there, one that I can think of that we
are talking about being.. . 540 m i l l i o n , I t h i nk , i s t h e f i gu r e
that Senator Vard Johnson used, we have got at least one program
out there th at zs g oin g to cost a million and a half dollars
t ha t w e d i dn ' t bu dge t f or whi c h wi l l d i r ec t l y af f e c t a numb e r of
people, the ETV tower that wen- dowr, in Bassett w h i ch i s v ery
important and wh ich I will probably support, but those are the
k inds o f t hrongs where we have to make tough decisions on how we
want to sp e n d ou r m oney , and if we are going to move in the
direction where we ask for private donations and private mon ie s
to continue o r to h e lp dev elop th i s program, then I firmly
believe that there has to be a comm i tment on ou r p art a s a
policy-making b ody o f th xs sta te to put some money where our
mouth xs or put some money where our le g islation x s, in th is
case, and I woul d urge the body to oppose the Scof ield
amendment . Th ank y ou .

PRESIL'ENT: Thank you. Sen a tor Hannibal, please, then S enator
Elmer .
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